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STATEMENT OF EDUCATION INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR STEVEN PINES

ON THE INTRODUCTION OF “THE AFFORDABLE TUTORING FOR OUR CHILDREN” ACT

BY U.S. SENATOR OLYMPIA SNOWE (R-MAINE)

(Washington, DC—October 2, 2008) – Education Industry Association Executive Director Steven Pines today issued the following statement regarding the introduction this week of the “Affordable Tutoring for Our Children Act” by U.S. Senator Olympia J. Snowe (R-Maine):
“The Education Industry Association, whose members provide a range of high-quality educational services and products to our nation’s students and schools, applauds and salutes U.S. Senator Olympia J. Snowe for her introduction of the ‘Affordable Tutoring for Our Children Act.’  This important bill will allow middle class families to access their dependent care flexible spending accounts (FSA) to pay for supplemental instructional services.

Parents and families know that schools and classrooms represent just a part of the overall learning process and academic success.  That’s why many have turned to professional tutoring organizations to provide their children the extra help -- both remediation and enrichment -- to succeed in school.  
Unfortunately, the cost of high-quality tutoring services has put them out of reach for many middle class families.  Senator Snowe’s bill aims to make tutoring accessible to more of the middle class, by allowing families to pay for supplemental instructional services with before-tax dollars.
In these economically stressful times, ensuring that our children receive a quality education is more important, but arguably more difficult, than ever.  Senator Snowe’s “Affordable Tutoring for Our Children Act” supports American middle class families by making tutoring more accessible, and is therefore deserving of support not only from her Congressional colleagues, but from anyone who believes in a quality education for all of America’s children.”
About the Education Industry Association
The Education Industry Association works to expand educational opportunities and improve student achievement for learners of all ages by infusing American education with market-based drivers of service, innovation, and results. Founded in 1990, EIA is the leading trade association for private providers of education services, suppliers, and other private organizations in all sectors of education. EIA currently has more than 600 individual and corporate members.  For more information call EIA Executive Director Steven Pines at 800-252-3280 or visit www.educationindustry.org.
